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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE                                 

The gifts we treasure most over the years are often small and 

simple. In easy times and in tough times, what seems to matter 

most  is the way we show those nearest us that we’ve been 

listening to their needs, to their joys, and to their challenges. 

 

-- Mister Rogers  

THE MIDDLE VIEW 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

The start of the new school year always brings 

excitement and anticipation. Our children, while 

undoubtedly protesting the passing of summer, will 

still beam as they pick out their new loose-leaf binder 

and assorted supplies, and buy the latest trendy 

clothing for the first days of school. Yet, as excited as 

they are with the start of school, and regardless of how 

they protest that they are all grown-up and that we 

embarrass them when we treat them like children, the 

reality is that they still desperately want our approval 

and rely heavily on our judgment and guidance. 

 

As grown-up as they may look at times, in those 

awkward developing bodies are the minds of pre-

adolescents who are trying so very hard to fit into a 

social world that is as hard to navigate today as when 

we went through it. As our children go through these 

years, it is important that they feel that the adults at 

home and in school are always there to listen and will 

always provide them with a safe haven in an, at times, 

emotionally turbulent world. 

 

Please always know that your children have a warm 

caring community in this school and that we are 

always available to listen to their needs, joys and 

challenges. Of course, we are always be happy to lend 

a hand to parents navigating the course as well! 

 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff 
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FAMILY FUN FLICK 

FILM NIGHT  

Friday, October 

26th  

Please remember that 

this is intended as a 

FAMILY event! Please 

no drop-offs -- Bring the 

family!  

7:30 - 9:45 PM 
Free Popcorn  

During the Movies! 
Free Door Prizes  

and Raffles! 

Free Pizza and Soda  

After the Movies 
 

Also showing 
Little Rascals 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 

Calendar    
    
    

Oct.8    

Columbus DayColumbus DayColumbus DayColumbus Day    

School ClosedSchool ClosedSchool ClosedSchool Closed    

 
 

Oct.12    
8th Grade 
Class Party 
7:30-9:00 

 
 

Oct.15    
Board of Edu-
cation meeting 
8:15 p.m. 

 
 

Oct.19    
7th Grade 
Class Party 
7:30-9:00 

 
 

Oct. 22-26 
Book Fair 

 
 

Oct.26    

FAMILY 

FILM 

NIGHT  

7:30-9:45 

 

Do all the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 

At all the times you can. 

                     Anonymous  

 

 



General Information 

DISCIPLINE CODE 

 

THE “DISTRICT’S DISCIPLINE CODE”  MAY BE 

FOUND ON THE MIDDLE SCHOOL’S WEB SITE 

UNDER “MIDDLE SCHOOL POLICIES” 
http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/mspolicies/mspolicies.htm 

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB              

The Middle School’s Homework on 

the Web program is back in full 

swing.  Teachers have their home-

work assignments, project due 

dates, test dates and extra-help 

schedule posted.  Please contact us 

whenever we may be of service! 

REACH OUT TO US! 

ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS HAVE 

PROVIDED THEIR EMAIL ADDRESSES TO 

THEIR CLASSES.  PARENTS SHOULD FEEL 

COMFORTABLE REACHING OUT TO THE 

TEACHERS IN THIS FORMAT AS WELL AS 

THE TRADITIONAL WAYS  - VOICE MAIL 

AND LETTERS. 

 

ALL GARDEN CITY UFSD EMAIL AD-

DRESSES HAVE THE SAME FORMAT: 

 

(LAST NAME)(FIRST INITIAL)@GCUFSD.NET 

FOR EXAMPLE TO REACH THE PRINCIPAL 

JUST SEND YOUR EMAIL TO… 

 

OSROFFP@GCUFSD.NET 

Does your child have a little social awkwardness?  

Have some trouble initiating play dates?  A bit 

awkward on the telephone?  Have some trouble 

developing friendships? 

 

Then  please consider having your child in our so-

cial skills program.  This is an after-school FUN 

program which focuses on helping kids become 

more socially confident.  Participating students are 

even encouraged to bring friends to this after-

school “club.”  For more information, please con-

tact your child’s guidance counselor. 

Math and Science Research 
 

Our Math and Science (Before School) Research programs have been recognized in many ex-

citing ways.  As just one example, we plan on having our students participate in the Science 

Olympiad Competition.  This is a wonderful opportunity for all students interested in re-

search!  If you’re interested, please contact your child’s counselor.  While intended mainly for 

7th and 8th graders, 6th graders will be considered on a case- by- case basis. 



•  Please remember to drop off forgotten articles for your child at the front desk. A  

 a table and sign-in board has been designated at our front door security checkpoint. 

 

•  Please remember that students who are absent from school, or sent home from  school during           

 the day, are not permitted to attend any after school activities, including  sports. 

 

•  If possible, when you know that you will be picking up your child before the end of the 

 school day, please give your child a note for the attendance desk. 

  

HOME BASE IS A COOL PLACE!HOME BASE IS A COOL PLACE!HOME BASE IS A COOL PLACE!HOME BASE IS A COOL PLACE!    
 

Students have been getting to know each other in their fun lunchtime program-

called HOME BASE. Faculty advisors helped students to explore their own per-

sonality traits and search for others who share these traits using “Getting-to-

know-you Inventories” and “Acrostic Poems.” Students found out that many of 

their Home Base peers shared the same love of sports, foods, and Back-To-

School jitters! Advisors have designated Monday and Friday for team specific 

organization and planning for the week ahead. 

Students and staff are encouraged to wear appropriate costumes on Halloween. Im-

portantly, parents are reminded that the school’s dress code remains fully in effect 

for the day and that they must ensure that children’s costumes are not physically 

revealing or sexually suggestive, do not depict violence, do not caricature any ra-

cial, religious or ethnic group, nor portray any message that is counter to the 

school’s educational mission. If you are not sure that a costume is appropriate, then 

it is not appropriate! Students will not be allowed to wear inappropriate attire.  We 

thank you for helping to keep Halloween a fun and safe wholesome event in the Mid-

dle School.  



 Top Ten Things Teachers Wish Parents Would Do 

Brought to you by the National PTA®. 
 

 

Be involved. Parent involvement helps students learn, improves schools, and 

helps teachers work with you to help your children succeed. 

 

Provide resources at home for learning. Utilize your local library, and have 

books and magazines available in your home. Read with your children each day. 

 

Set a good example. Show your children by your own actions that you believe 

reading is both enjoyable and useful. Monitor television viewing and the use of 

videos and game systems. 

 

Encourage students to do their best in school. Show your children that you 

believe education is important and that you want them to do their best. 

 

Value education and seek a balance between schoolwork and outside activities. 

Emphasize your children's progress in developing the knowledge and skills 

they need to be successful both in school and in life. 

 

Recognize factors that take a toll on students' classroom performance: 

Consider the possible negative effects of long hours at after-school jobs or 

in extracurricular activities. Work with your children to help them maintain a 

balance between school responsibilities and outside commitments. 

View drinking and excessive partying as serious matters. While most parents 

are concerned about drug abuse, many fail to recognize that alcohol, 

over-the-counter drugs, and common substances used as inhalants are more  

frequently abused than illegal drugs. 

 

Support school rules and goals. Take care not to undermine school rules, 

discipline, or goals. 

 

Use pressure positively. Encourage children to do their best, but don't 

pressure them by setting goals too high or by scheduling too many activities. 

 

Call teachers early if you think there's a problem while there is still time 

to solve it. Don't wait for teachers to call you. 

 

Accept your responsibility as parents. Don't expect the school and teachers 

to take over your obligations as parents. Teach children self-discipline and 

respect for others at home -- don't rely on teachers and schools to teach these 

basic behaviors and attitudes. 

 

 
 


